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Chesterfield Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting Held July 18, 2017 

Present: Jane Anderson, Jill Dumont, Karen LaRue, Bruce Potter, David Smith, and Ken Walton 

Absent: Kirsti Sandy 

Others Present: George Preston (new Library Director) 

Call to Order:  7:40 PM 

1. Secretary’s Report:  The Board approved the minutes of the June 20 meeting as amended by 
Walton. 

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Anderson provided copies of the Chesterfield Library Budget Report 
through July 18, 2017, along with the check register and deposit detail for the June 20-July 18 time 
period. Walton introduced George Preston, the new Library Director, to the Board, and then 
explained to Preston the procedures and information given for the Treasurer’s Report. 

3. Technology Report:  Anderson will meet with David Gallucio in the near future.  

4. Policies and Procedures:    
a. Library Director Job description: Walton noted that the current job description erroneously 

states the Director can discharge an employee, whereas under State law only the Board has 
the authority to do so.  The Board approved an amendment correcting the job description. 

b. Discussion of the employment agreement for the new Director was moved to the end of the 
meeting. 

5. Finance Committee:   
a. No formal report. However, Walton, Stoff and Potter took the opportunity to describe to 

Preston the Endowment Fund, the Library’s non-lapsing account and the Library Building 
Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund. In response to a query from Preston, Anderson noted 
that the Library has money in its own expendable trust fund which will be used to pay for 
library maintenance until its funds are depleted, after which the Library will rely on a Town 
Capital fund to pay maintenance expenses.  

b. Walton reported that he had spoken with a representative of the local People’s Bank branch 
about moving at least a portion of the money in the non-lapsing account out of a money 
market fund to another fund with a higher interest rate. People’s recommended a short-term 
municipal CD. Stoff offered to locate a conservative investment vehicle that would earn more 
interest than People’s municipal CD. Further discussion was accordingly postponed to the 
next regular Board meeting. 

6. Old Business:  
a. 20th Anniversary Celebration:  The celebration will be held on July 22, 2017 from 1:00 – 

3:00 PM.  There will be a children’s program, George the Magician (provided by Friends of 
the Library), at 12:00 PM in the Town Hall before the celebration. Anderson and Dumont 
created a Maze in the Library which people will walk through and learn about the resources 
that are available at the Library. When the participants complete the Maze, they will get a 
voucher for ice cream (donated by Keene, NH Friendly’s) and cake (donated by Anderson’s 
niece, Sally Robinson). 

b. Silent Auction and Banner:  Anderson reviewed what has been received so far for the 
Silent Auction.  The Board approved the advertising banner designed by LaRue with minor 
adjustments and authorized LaRue to purchase a banner for up to $150.00. 
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c. Building Repairs/New Back Door:  Smith will contact Peter DeSantes for an estimate. 

7. New Business:  Discussion with Preston on the Board’s offer letter and contract for the Director 
position and discussion of the vacant position of Children’s Librarian were moved to the end of the 
meeting. 

8. Friends of Chesterfield Library: 
a. Fran Shippee found George the Magician after Jason Purdie withdrew from celebration. 
b. John Higby and the Yo-Yo People will be at the Library Monday, July 24, 2017. 

9. Other:   
a. Anderson informed the Board of the Library’s improved statistics to date as compared to last 

year in circulation, attendants and programing. 
b. Inclusion of copy/scanner usage data in the statistics was proposed and discussed. 

10. Public Comment:  None. 

11. Assignments:  
a. Stoff will research a better investment for the non-lapsing fund. 
b. LaRue will get the banner for the Silent Auction made. 
c. Smith will contact Peter DeSantes for an estimate of building repairs. 
d. Dumont will coordinate with other Trustees on preparations for 20th Anniversary 

Celebration. 

12. Non-Public Session: (LaRue recused herself from the rest of the meeting and left.)  
a. A motion to enter non-public session to discuss various personnel issues was made by Potter 

and seconded by Stoff. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. Non-Public session 
was entered at 9:10 PM. 

b. Minutes of the non-public session are in a separate document. 
c. A motion to leave non-public session and return to public session was made by Dumont and 

seconded by Stoff. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. Public session 
reconvened at 10:10 PM. 

d. A motion to seal the non-public session minutes of this meeting and to keep the non-public 
session minutes from the June 27th meeting under seal until the Board’s next regular meeting 
was made by Walton and seconded by Stoff. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call 
vote. 

13. Adjourned: 10:12 PM 

The next Library Trustee Meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 15, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the 
Library. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jill Dumont, Trustee 


