
Approved Minutes 

Chesterfield Public Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting—August 16, 2016 

Present: Jane Anderson, Ken Walton, David Smith, Karen LaRue, Jay Fee, Jim Stoff, and Kirsti 
Sandy 

 

Call to Order: 7:36 PM by Walton 

1. Secretary’s Report: The Board approved the minutes of the July 19 meeting as amended 
by Walton, Anderson, Fee, LaRue, and Sandy. Sandy will forward copies of the approved 
minutes to Anderson, Walton, and Rick Carrier.  

2. Treasurer’s Report: Anderson provided copies of the Chesterfield Library Budget 
Report through August 16, along with the check register and deposit detail for the July 
20-August 16 time period. Anderson reported that all of the insurance bills have been 
paid to date. Smith asked about the “lost media” item on the budget, and Anderson said 
that when patrons lose materials, what they pay to replace the materials is reflected in that 
line. LaRue noted that 84% of the budget for books and media has been spent to date. 
Anderson said that other funds, such as the earnings from book sales and donations, are 
available once those funds are spent.  

3. Technology Report:  
a. Technology: Anderson reported that David Gallucio has plans to install the server.  
b. Technology Manual: Fee reported that he requested the rough draft of the 

Technology Manual from Hayes, but never received it. Fee said that he will request 
the manual once more, and Walton also agreed to contact Hayes regarding the 
manual.  

4. Policies and Procedures:  
a. Complaint Forms: Anderson shared the complaint forms of a number of other 

libraries. Sandy will organize a policy meeting so that the Policy Committee can 
begin to draft a new complaint policy and/or form for the Library.  

5. Finance Report: Stoff reported that the current balance of the Endowment fund is 
$16,365. He also said that the Fund has received a donation of 100 shares of Barnes and 
Noble stock.  

6. Old Business 
a. Repairs/Maintenance: Anderson said that the furnace has been serviced and the oil 

tank filled. She also noted that Amy Bruch has been working to repair and paint the 
book return and hour sign. The eaves will be repaired in September when Bill Hatt is 
available. 

b. Silent Auction Progress: Anderson reported that 50 items valued at a total of $5,114  
have been donated, including spa gift certificates, wine tasting gift certificates, 
jewelry, ornaments, a drill, and other items. The Library was given the Winn art 
collection and several of the paintings will be included in the auction. Anderson 



handed out copies of a flyer advertising the auction, which Board members will post 
in Chesterfield, Brattleboro, and Keene, and Walton will scan and send a copy of the 
flyer to the Board. Fee asked if there was a way to post images of the auction items 
online, on social media, to attract an audience beyond or patron base.  

7. New Business 
a. 20th Anniversary of the Library: Walton proposed a cocktail party to celebrate the 

Library’s 20th anniversary. He reported that he reached out to the NHTLA listserv to 
ask whether other libraries had held similar celebrations. Many had, and suggested 
that we check with our insurance carrier to see what if any restrictions are included in 
our policy. The Library cannot sell alcohol, but can provide it for free as long as we 
apply obtain a one-day license and serve it ourselves. It is also possible to have a 
local winery provide a free wine tasting. Walton suggested forming a committee to 
plan the event. Fee noted that Brooks Memorial Library is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2017. Smith suggested that the event might include some sort of 
dedication or ceremony.  

b. Magazine Racks: Anderson reported that the magazine racks are not safe for patrons 
as currently constructed. Dave Coleman said that he can fix them, installing arms to 
keep the racks from slamming down on patrons’ hands. Anderson said that she is not 
yet certain of the cost; Coleman will provide that information when he next comes by. 

c. Book Groups: Anderson said that the Library currently obtains and distributes books 
for two book groups. These groups contain approximately ten members each. A new 
book group is being formed, focusing on cookbooks. Each member reads the same 
cookbook or a different cookbook by the same author, and all make recipes to share. 
Anderson said that this does not conflict with the “no food and drink” policy in some 
sections of Library because food is permitted at special events, under the supervision 
of Library staff.  

8. Friends Group: 
a. Cruise Day: Cruise Day, sponsored by the Friends Group, will be held on Saturday, 

August 20 from 10-2 in front of Chesterfield School. There will be food and drinks, a 
book sale, and a pie sale sponsored by the Friends.  

9. Other:  
a. Walton noted that the flowering bushes in front of the Library have been covered by 

bees. He asked if any patrons had complained or been stung, and Anderson said that 
if the bees were from the local honeybee farmer, they usually don’t bother anyone.  

10. Public Comment: None 
11. Assignments:  

a. Fee will attempt to contact Hayes about the Technology Manual. 
b. Walton will email Hayes and post a flyer at the Spofford post office.  
c. Sandy will organize a Policy Meeting to discuss drafting a complaint policy, and she 

will post flyers in Keene, at the post office and at the college.  
 
Adjourned: 9:10 PM 
 



THE NEXT SCHEDULED TRUSTEES MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, September 20th at 7:30 PM in the Library.  
 

 


